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If you’ve read either of the first two issues of this magazine, you may have noticed the section with
the title: “Developing Your Character.” (If you haven’t, then welcome! I’m glad you’re here.) Each
week, I include a question or three which I pull out of a list of 850+ character development questions.
Originally, I intended to simply post a couple questions every week, and maybe in a year or two, I
would make the entire guide available for purchase. However, I finally came to the decision that I
would rather share this guide with the writing community in its entirety than piecemeal it over weeks
and months and years.
With that goal in mind, I created a new Kickstarter
campaign. The way it works is that you, the backers,
choose a level that you feel comfortable with, and
pledge to spend that much money on this guide.
If the guide is fully funded within the 30 days that I set
for the campaign, then your money will be used to put
the finishing touches on it and get it out to you on the
double.

Check Out My Kickstarter

If it is not fully funded at the end of 30 days, then it
will be a failed campaign, and you will not have spent a
penny.

1

NOVEMBER 4, 2019

© 2019 BY QJ MARTIN

ISSUE #003

Not A Pay Wall
Now, this doesn’t mean that I am putting my content behind a pay
wall. I want my contributions to the writing community to be
accessible for all aspiring authors, no matter how much they are
capable of spending. The “Developing Your Character” section will
continue to be made available week by week in this magazine for
free.
However, if you have the money, just think how good that hardcover guide would look on your coffee table. If you need some
inspiration, cross your legs, put the book in your lap, and flip
through it, page by page, question by question, and see what you
discover about your character.

Add To Your
Vocabulary
Psyche
noun

The totality of elements
forming the mind.

What’s The Money For?
Ok, so there are essentially three things that this Kickstarter
campaign is intended to be used to fund.
•

I need a professionally made cover.

•

I need a professional edit.

•

I need an ISBN number.

Those are three things that time and motivation alone won’t
manage to provide me with. They are not, strictly speaking,
necessary, but if I want my guide to be of the highest quality
possible, and I do, then I will need to be able to pay for these
common services.

Prognosticate
verb

To give an indication of in
advance; to foretell from
signs or symptoms.

Don’t Answer Them All
While my goal is to make this the most thorough character
development guide in existence, I can no doubt imagine many
making the argument that such a guide would be largely pointless.
There’s no way you could answer 850+ questions about each of
your primary characters.
However, that’s not exactly the point of this guide. The point is to
help you to get the creative juices flowing as you contemplate what
unique characteristics your character could have.
What if you need to have some camaraderie among friends, and
you just so happen to see the questions found in this week’s issue
of The Writer’s Everything. Does he have any nicknames? How
does he feel about them?

Winnow
noun

To remove by a current of
air; to get rid of something
undesirable or unwanted.

(Continued On Page 4)
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Developing Your Character
Basic Information > Name
QJ MARTIN

Does he have any nicknames?
Not every character is simply known by his name or
alias (established in previous issues). Some go by
nicknames, which are either terms of endearment, or
abbreviated forms of their original names. In the
Star Wars franchise, Han, and then, by extension,
everyone else, addresses his copilot as Chewie
because it's shorter and easier to say than
Chewbacca. In Ready Player One, Aech refers to
Parzival as Z instead of using his gamer tag
whenever he wants to address him.

What was the spirit behind his nicknames?
Not every nickname is given as a term of endearment. At times, a nickname may be given to a
character as an insult, or out of frustration. In Get Smart, the other agents call Max a variety of
nicknames, such as Maxi Pad, because they dislike him. In Hey Arnold!, Helga calls Arnold
‘Football Head’ as an insult, meant to hide the fact that she is in love with him.

How does he feel about his nicknames?
Just as not every nickname is given as a term of endearment, not every character always appreciates
or is amused by his nicknames. In fact, some come to the point of absolutely hating their
nicknames. In Get Smart, Max grows highly frustrated by the constant nicknames that the other
agents bestow upon him, offering up sarcastic responses to discourage their behavior. In Big Hero
6, Wasabi is very frustrated about the fact that his nickname came from a singular incident of
spilling wasabi on his shirt.

Has he ever tried to change his
nickname?
A character may have such strong negative
feelings regarding the nicknames his friends
have bestowed upon him that he actively works
to convince them to refer to him by different
nicknames. In The Big Bang Theory, Howard
actively tries to convince his fellow astronauts to
choose the nickname Rocket Man for him, while
they instead elect to call him Fruit Loops.
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Writing
Definitions
Character
A person, figure, inanimate object, or
animal. Characters guide readers through
their stories, helping them to understand
plot points and ponder themes.

Kickstarter
A crowd-funding website designed to aid
in the development of individual projects
by offering rewards in exchange for
monetary support.

Edit
The stage of the writing process where a
writer works to improve a draft by
correcting errors and making words and
sentences clear, precise, and effective.

Backstory
A narrative history and set of facts and
factors that are all chronologically earlier
than the narrative of primary interest.

NaNoWriMo
The National Novel Writing Month is a
motivational contest taking place in the
month of November, where the goal is to
write a 50,000 word novel.
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Now you’re thinking about your character’s
backstory. Does he have a nickname? Did his
friends give it to him because of his pure
awesomeness, or was it a tongue-in-cheek insult?
Does he embrace his nickname, or does he do
everything within his power to distance himself
from it?
From just a couple simple questions, you can
discover aspects of your character that you never
even knew existed.

The Rewards
There are basically four different items available
for those who support my project on Kickstarter.
One is a digital copy of the guide. Everyone gets
that, as long as you spend at least one dollar.
Then there are paperback and hardcover copies
of the guide. Those are perfect for sitting back on
the couch and conducting some research or
looking for some inspiration.
And finally, there’s the If So, Why? workbook.
This is a paperback book containing pages for
numerous characters, each one with slots for you
to write your answers to as many of the questions
as you feel is necessary.
If you would like to support this Kickstarter
campaign, simply click the link below. If you
would rather not, then there’s no need to worry.
Just make sure you’re subscribed to my
newsletter to receive more free content in the
future.
Support Now

NaNo - Week One
QJ MARTIN

We’re one week into NaNoWriMo! Let me
know what your word count is as of Sunday. The
highest word count will get a prize!
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