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Well, here we are. Who would have ever
thought we’d find ourselves in this situation? All
I can think of is the 2011 film Contagion, and I
can’t help but wonder how prophetic that film
will actually become by the end of this
coronavirus scare.
In the meantime, I will continue to be your
source of writing tips, tricks, and suggestions. I
hope that all is well in your household, and that
you haven’t been personally affected by this
outbreak.
Be sure to check out the Twitter accounts for
the three aspects of my writing career:
For my fiction: https://twitter.com/qj_author/
For my magazine: https://twitter.com/twe_mag/
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employment. This includes whatever natural
predilections he has, his interests, and his social
standing. Some characters may be working in
their ideal jobs, while other characters have to
settle for work that they hate because there are
no other options available to them. In The OA,
Doctor Hunter “Hap” Percy works as a scientist.
Then, after he is transferred to another
dimension, he finds himself working as a
psychiatrist. In Venom, Eddie Brock is an
investigative journalist who often discovers and
exposes conspiracies within large corporations.

Where does he work?

Has he ever been expelled?
•

IF SO, WHY?

If a student causes trouble to the point where
detentions and suspensions are no longer
sufficient punishments, the next step that the
school may choose to take is to expel the
student. Even for non-troublemakers, expulsion
may be an indicator that a character has
difficulty fitting in with fellow students or
conforming to the school and its rules. In
Spider-Man, Harry Osborn was said to have
been kicked out of every private school his
father sent him to due to his grades not meeting
the minimum standards that they required.

While the chosen vocation of a character can
indicate much about both their social standing
and their talents and drives, the location of a
character’s source of employment can indicate
even more about them. In Spider-Man, Peter
Parker wants to be a photographer, and so he
chooses to work for the Daily Bugle, selling
them the photos he takes of Spider-Man. In
Stranger Things, Jim Hopper is the chief of
police in the small rural town of Hawkins,
Indiana. It is because he works there that he
ends up being involved in all the strange things
that end up going on in that town.

Basic Information > Employment

What does he do for work?
The possibilities for a character’s employment
in the real world are nearly limitless. When you
include the potential careers that fantasy
worlds, science-fiction worlds, and historical
worlds offer, you’ll find no end to your
character’s prospective lines of work. There are
many factors that go into a character’s choice of
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As writers, all of us know what creativity feels
like. It’s that magical time where the sky is the
limit. Anything is possible. That’s what caused
most of us to become writers in the first place.
The opportunity to create is just too enjoyable
to pass up. Unfortunately, however, there are
times where that creativity seems to dry up.
One problem that causes this tragic loss of
creativity involves the day-to-day struggles of
what we call life. Living is a complicated matter
full of responsibilities that require both our
time and energy. The older we get, the busier
we are, and the less time we have for creativity.
Unfortunately, the loss of creativity can start at
a very young age in an individual’s life. While
growing up at home, and even in pre-school and
on through grade-school, children are
encouraged to, even rewarded for, being
creative.
Then comes middle-school, and even worse,
high-school. Rather than focusing on creativity,
students begin to take essays, answer math
problems, and work on multiple choice quizzes.
By the time they reach adulthood, their days are
filled with uninspired work at 9 to 5 jobs which
leave absolutely no margin for creativity.
If you currently find yourself in this situation,
then you know just how frustrating it is to be
staring at the blank page, out of ideas, out of
creativity, lacking that fundamental capacity to
craft the sorts of epic adventures that your
action figures would go on so many years ago.
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The frustration of this situation is compounded
for those who aspire to channel their creativity
into the service of a full-time career. Imagine
blocking out an afternoon to get a solid amount
of writing done, only to find yourself staring at
the keyboard, utterly out of ideas.
Is there anything that we as writers can do if we
find that our creativity is waning? Can we
revitalize our creativity, refresh our innerselves, and return to the page fully capable of
crafting our beloved tales once more?
Luckily, there are things that we can do to build
ourselves back up to creating. So let’s take a
look at four steps you can take to revitalize your
creativity, so that when you need to step up to
the plate, you’ll be ready and raring to go.

1—Input Rather Than Output
Imagine that you are about to go on a car trip
across the country, all the way from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Pacific. Before you take off on a
trip like that, you’d need to fill up your tank.
You would go to the gas station and pump until
it clicks off automatically.
The fuel, of course, propels your car forward
further and further across the country. But
eventually, your gas gauge is going to hit the big
red E. At that point you’ll only be left with two
options. You will either have to stop driving or
refill the tank. You have to have fuel if you want
to reach your destination.
Your writing career is a lot like a car on a crosscountry journey. It’s your creativity that keeps
you moving forward. Unfortunately, however, it
is not an unlimited resource. So, to continue on
your writing journey, it’s essential that you find
ways to top off your creativity.
What is involved in this process? Is it as
difficult as it sounds? The good news is that,
more than likely, you already have everything
that you need to take in sources of inspiration.
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What I’m referring to is your entertainment.
What is more inspiring to a story-teller looking
to revitalize their career in the craft than to
examine movies, television shows, books, and
video games that they love? As you take in your
favorites, you can’t help but be inspired. Your
brain will use those different medium as dots,
with your imagination connecting them in new
and amazing ways.
The important thing to remember, though, is
that it’s not enough to just mindlessly watch the
same old television show that you’ve seen two-

ISSUE #012

dozen times before. Rather, you need to input
your entertainment with an eye for creativity.
Take these different mediums in with the intent
of identifying exactly what you enjoy about
them. Then, give yourself the opportunity to
build off of those elements. Put yourself in the
story and imagine what you would choose to do
when faced with the situations that the
characters themselves are confronting.

2—Get All Artsy-Fartsy
All the various forms of story-telling in the
world aren’t the only things that you can input

Writing Definitions
Active Voice

Passive Voice

Active voice is a form of writing in which
the subject of the sentence performs the
action found in the verb. For example, “He
killed her.” It’s generally preferred for use
in fiction because of its strong narrative
voice and clear nature.

Passive voice is a form of writing in which
the subject is being acted upon by the
verb. For example, “She was killed.”
Passive voice is usually looked down upon
in fiction writing because it carries less of
an emotional punch than active voice.

Writing Tense

Past Tense

Writing tense refers to the period of time in
which the action of the verb in a sentence
is taking place. There are three primary
tenses. They are past, present, and future.
There are also slight variations of each of
them.

Sentences written in past tense refer to
actions as if they’ve already happened.
Such sentences convey the idea that
you're being told the story after the fact.
For example, “He ate the sandwich. He
didn't like it.”

Present Tense

Future Tense

Sentences written in present tense refer to
actions as if they're currently happening.
Such sentences convey the idea that
you're being told the story right as it
unfolds. For example, “He eats the
sandwich. He doesn’t like it.”

Sentences written in future tense refer to
actions as happening in the future. Their
use in narration is almost non-existent, and
if they’re present at all, it will more than
likely be in dialogue. For example, “I will
eat the sandwich, but I won't like it.”
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Writing Concepts
Antihero
Antihero is the term used to refer to the main
character (MC) of a story when they lack the
qualities that are generally associated with a
traditional hero. For example, rather than
demonstrating courage, morality, or a desire to
act for the benefit of the greater good,
antiheroes often act simply out of their own
self-interest.
At times, an antihero may make a morally
sound choice, or “do the right thing,” but more
often than not, they don’t do so for the right
reasons. Rather, they act in this manner with
the simple goal of furthering their own
interests.
An antihero is not an antagonist, even though
they may take many of the same actions. This
is because the antihero is the MC of the story.
Antagonists, on the other hand, are always in
direct opposition to the MC. So it’s entirely
possible for the antagonist of an antihero to
be a morally sound and just character trying to
do the right thing.
Over the course of the story, it's possible that
an antihero may begin to develop qualities
that fall in line with those of more heroic
characters. This is often the focus of their
character development. For example, in XMen, Wolverine has the characteristics of an
antihero, choosing to act out of his own selfinterest rather than do the right thing. Over the
course of the story, however, his fatherly
relationship with Rogue moves him to act
more and more selflessly, until he willingly
sacrifices himself to save her life.
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for the sake of your creativity. There are
plenty of other sources of inspiration
available to you.
You could listen to podcasts. Try finding a
few on the topic of writing, such as Helping
Writers Become Authors and The Creative
Penn, and allow them to expand your
horizons on what you consider to be possible
in your creative career.
You could take a trip to a local art museum.
Drawings, paintings, and sculptures are so
far from story-telling as a source of selfexpression, yet they are just as inspiring, if
not more. After all, a picture is worth a
thousand words.
You could listen to your favorite genre of
music. Open up Pandora and set your station
to play the songs you love. Personally, if
you’re looking for inspiration, I’d suggest
movie themes. These epic sprawling
symphonies were designed to guide you
through the narrative of an amazing story,
and they can be just as good, if not more, in
jumpstarting your creativity.
What’s the ideal source of non-storytelling
input to refill your creativity? Well, that’s for
you, and you alone, to identify. Experiment.
Take your time. Try new and different
things. Over time, you’ll figure out what
revitalizes your creativity.

3—Journal Like A Madman
To a certain degree, I don’t believe that any
of us necessarily “lose” our creativity.
Rather, we just become too busy to notice its
existence. It gets put on the back burner
while we focus on more pressing problems.
So how do you get back into the rhythm of
creativity? By catching your ideas like one
might catch a butterfly with a net.
Why is this so important?

6

MARCH 16, 2020

© 2020 BY QJ MARTIN

Well, you could have a million ideas cross your
mind every day, but if you just watch them
flutter away without taking the opportunity to
capture them and meditate on them, then
they’ll just become more and more forgotten
butterflies, lost forever to the winds of your
subconscious.
So what do we need to do to fix that?
It’s simple. Keep a notebook, or note-taking
app, with you at all times. When even the
slightest of ideas flutters past your conscious
mind, write it down. It doesn’t matter if it’s just
one sentence, an abstract thought, or something
even less.
As you write these ideas down, you’ll find the
process of note-taking itself will become easier
and easier to you. Soon, you will train yourself
to search out your creativity and force it to the
front, rather than wait idly by on the sidelines
for it to come to you.

4—Take A Time Out
More often than not, the greatest step we can
take to revitalize our creativity is not an action,
but a lack thereof.
We are, as we’re well aware, inundated 24/7
with sensory input. Our eyes scan the screens of
TVs and cell phones and the pages of books and
magazines. Our ears listen to the conversation
of others, the music playing in the background,
and the podcast we’ve been binging for the last
two weeks.
Sometimes the best choice we can make is to
just turn it all off and take some time to let our
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subconscious minds silently and peacefully
organize themselves. Taking a moment to sit
and smell the roses is a great opportunity for
this.
However, you can often foster this creativityfriendly environment by finding something
mindless and rote to do. Painting, sewing,
crafting, mowing, lifting weights, running…the
options are nearly limitless. As you participate
in these activities, you’ll be allowing yourself
the chance to daydream, and even be
establishing chemical balances in your brain
that are favorable to revitalizing your creativity.
One final note to add to this discussion is the
possibility of underlying problems hampering
your creativity. Statistics say that one in five
Americans will deal with mental illness at some
point in their lives. Anxiety, depression,
attention-deficit, and other conditions may all
have a negative effect on your goal of telling
terrific stories.
If you feel hopeless, if you don’t see the point of
continuing on your projects, or if you feel like
what you’ve already written is worthless, don’t
despair. You’re not alone.
Thankfully, things can get better. There are all
sorts of treatments available to help you
overcome whatever difficulties you may face, as
well as counseling and therapy.
I can tell you from experience that you would
not believe how far you could get in as little as a
year with treatment. I never thought I could feel
as good as I have these last couple years, and
you can have that same experience yourself.

JOIN THE WRITER'S EVERYTHING MAILING LIST
Have new issues of The Writer's Everything sent directly
to your inbox for free by signing up for my newsletter!
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Cinematic
Storytelling—
Marvel End Battles,
Part Two
QJ MARTIN

While Disney still has several entries in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) planned for
the next few years, it’s hard to imagine them
ever building up to an event of such epic scale
as Avengers: Endgame.
The twenty-three films that make up the MCU,
however, did not just contribute to an epic team
up adventure the likes of which we’ve never
seen. They also provided us with a baseline by
which to judge superhero films on a whole.
That is not to say, however, that every
individual entry in the MCU is a complete and
indisputable masterpiece. As I mentioned in
last week’s issue of The Writer’s Everything,
there is at least one problem in particular that
almost every MCU film shares.
Nearly every one of them has the same climactic
end battle. The hero has mastered his powers
and must now face off against his mirror
opposite, an individual with the exact same
powers as himself, but evil.
Last week, I began analyzing all twenty-three
films in the MCU in order, beginning with the
least original end battle, and going up from
there. In the first part of this three-article
series, we had the following entries:
23—The Incredible Hulk
22—Black Panther
21—Thor: The Dark World
20—Iron Man 2
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19—Avengers: Age of Ultron
18—Spider-Man: Homecoming
17—Captain America: The First
Avenger
16—Iron Man
So now let’s continue with part two of this
analysis, beginning with the fifteenth entry in
the list and going on through to the eighth.
Then, in next week’s article, the final seven
films in the list will be presented, with number
one being the all-time most original end battle
of the MCU.
15—Thor
The end battle of Thor starts out feeling typical.
A super-powerful god fights against another
super-powerful god, but evil. This end battle,
however, excels in that it quickly takes things in
a whole other direction. As Thor quickly and
decisively disables Loki, we see the culmination
of his character arc over the course of the film.
We get to see if those couple days he spent on
Earth managed to move him to greater heights
than ever before, as his father hoped, or if they
did not. As it turns out, Thor ends the battle by
selflessly giving up the connection to the planet,
and the woman, he loves. Then, he even goes as
far as to talk some sense into his brother,
reaching out to rescue him when Loki chooses a
free-fall into the abyss of space. In an otherwise
typical end battle, it’s those few moments that
move Thor to its position directly above Iron
Man on this list.
14—Ant-Man
Let's get this out of the way right off the bat. A
hero in an advanced shrinking suit fights
against another character in an advanced
shrinking suit, but evil. That's old hat, as we've
seen already. However, it still manages to keep
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things fresh with some fantastic set pieces the
likes of which we've never seen before. After all,
watching these two grown men desperately
trying to defeat each other, all while riding on
the back of a Thomas the Tank Engine, was just
fantastic. It certainly captured the uniqueness
of its premise in the end battle, if not that of the
plot, and earned itself a position directly ahead
of Thor.
13—Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
The end battle of Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.
2, when judged based on the metric used for
this list, is very similar to the end battle of the
previous entry, Ant-Man. Once again, we have
two characters with similar powers fighting
each other. And once again, it’s the uniqueness
of the premise that really makes this battle
stand out. Peter Quill’s crazy retro-imagination
adds a great deal of fun to this end battle, and
baby Groot is just enough to cause it to scrape
past Ant-Man on the list.
12—Captain America: The Winter Soldier
There’s a lot going on during the ending of
Captain America: The Winter Soldier. The
most important of the myriad events that
transpire during this climactic end battle is,
without a doubt, Captain America’s struggle to
disable the deadly helicarriers before they take
their position as the violent Big Brother of a
new world. So of course, this end battle includes
a super-soldier fighting another super-soldier,
but evil. The Winter Soldier blows away all the
entries in the list up to this point, however, the
second Captain America disables the last
helicarrier. His love for Bucky moves him to
drop his shield, giving up the battle, and even
his life, in order to save his friend. This is a
highly rare case in which the victory of the end
battle is an emotional one rather than a physical
one, and that emotion certainly carries it past
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 in my book.
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11—Marvel’s The Avengers
Just like with Iron Man, I can't fault this film
for setting the standards that future sequels
adhered to much too closely. There is certainly
plenty to like in the end battle of Marvel’s The
Avengers. The villains aren’t all the same, as
they include ground troops, flying skiffs, and
giant space snakes. And, even better, the goal of
this end battle is not to simply beat someone to
a pulp, although the Hulk took care of that in a
moment of pure movie magic. The goal of the
Avengers of closing the space portal, as well as
the film's status as the first of the Avengers
movies, just barely places it ahead of Captain
America: The Winter Soldier on this list.
10—Ant-Man and the Wasp
Let's be honest. Ant-Man and the Wasp was not
a memorable movie. I couldn't even recall one
thing about the end battle when writing this
article. I had to search for it on YouTube and
then scan through the clip to try to refresh my
memory. I now am aware of three things that
happen during the conclusion of this film. That
being said, I should mention before I forget that
the end battle of Ant-Man and the Wasp is
unique in several ways, including alternate
power sets for the heroes and villains, not to
mention Ant-Man's transformation into GiantMan. All of this adds up to a more unique, if not
better, end battle than Marvel’s The Avengers.
9—Captain America: Civil War
While the airport battle between the feuding
groups of Avengers was certainly a highly
enjoyable bit of superhero cinema, I've decided
to consider the face-off with Steve and Bucky on
one side and Tony on the other as the real end
battle of this film. The way these two old friends
team up against Iron Man, beating him with
their hands and their skill, rather than any sort

9

MARCH 16, 2020

© 2020 BY QJ MARTIN

of advanced technology, and taking Stark down
a notch in the process, is handled deftly, and
provides us with an enjoyable alternative to the
hero vs. the evil twin scenario.

8—Avengers: Infinity War
I have to start by saying that there isn’t really
anything special about the end battle of
Avengers: Infinity War. It’s honestly par for
the course when it comes to Avengers films. On
one side you have the eponymous group of
superheroes, and on the other side, a faceless
alien army. There are several things, however,
that really set this end battle apart from those of
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the previous team-up films. First was Doctor
Strange’s confrontation with Thanos, which was
absolutely epic and fantastic. Then there were
the tragic results to both Iron Man and Thor’s
personal struggles. And finally, the obvious
thing that sets this end battle apart is the way it
finishes, with the death of half the universe. We
all knew they would be coming back, but it was
still a welcome emotional gut punch.
How do you feel about the order of numbers
15-8 on this list? Do you think that these films
deserved their rankings? Is there anything you
would adjust or change up to this point? Let me
know by sending me a message right here on
Twitter.
In next week’s issue of The Writer’s Everything,
Issue #013, we will finish this analysis of the
MCU end battles. Be sure to sign up for my
newsletter by clicking right here to receive it
directly in your inbox upon release.

Identifying Theme
For my sophomoric,
Toy
but hopefully not
sophomoric, entry in
the Identifying Themes series, I’d like to
take a look at Pixar’s amazing foray into
the world of three-dimensional computer
animation.
There had never been anything like Toy
Story when it was released in 1995. It even
managed to accomplish something that
many rival studios failed at for years
afterwards, which is to appeal to both
younger and older viewers. The reason for
this is, primarily, because of the high
quality of the storytelling and character
development.

While this film can
easily be described
as a buddy film, it’s
really Woody’s adventure that drives the
development of the theme over the course
of the story.

Story

It was a journey of self-discovery, as well
as finding and accepting his purpose in
life. Up to the start of the film, Woody had
always been Andy’s favorite. That became
the norm in his entire life, and he basically
served as the leader of all the toys.
So it’s during this adventure that he learns
that he doesn’t have to be the favorite to
have a fulfilling and meaningful life.
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